
 The regular newsletter from your Conservative councillors 

Ashton upon Mersey is a 
great place to live, work and 
relax right in the heart of 
Trafford. 

 

  

Autumn 2017 

INSIDE 
University coming to Trafford; Park Road Primary 

expanding; Best ever results for AoM School; Christmas 

Fair in the Village; Eyesore transformed, Ashton in Bloom. 



  

 
Ashton upon Mersey Conservatives:  Serving the 

community throughout the year. 

 

Raising the Standard is the regular newsletter 

produced and delivered throughout the Ashton upon 

Mersey Ward by your Conservative councillors.  We 

aim to keep you informed of issues affecting the  

Ward and the events that we help to organise, as well 

as important items from other parts of Trafford. 

COUNCILLOR  

CONTACT DETAILS 

Brian Rigby    0161 912 2633              

brian.rigby@trafford.gov.uk 
 

John Lamb    07773 480694                

john.lamb@trafford.gov.uk 
 

Mike Whetton 07752 667442        

michael.whetton@trafford.gov.uk 

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY 
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A VILLAGE AT THE HEART OF THE 
COMMUNITY  SAYS COUNCILLOR BRIAN RIGBY 

 

“Ashton-on-Mersey is providing a real 

choice for local people.” 

Ashton on Mersey Village remains a vibrant and 
valued part of our local community.   Whilst many 
village centres throughout the country have felt 
the strain and wilted under the intense 
competition from the large town centre shopping 
malls and the out of town hypermarkets, Ashton 
on Mersey shops and businesses provide local 
people with outstanding services and  real choice 

right on their own doorstep. 

Ashton upon Mersey Ward councillors, John 
Lamb, Mike Whetton and Brian Rigby who work constantly with The Friends of 
Ashton Village and secured the funding that provided the bench seating and the 
planters to  enhance the village, are well aware of just how much local people 
appreciate having the opportunity to shop locally.   They 
know local people appreciate having their own village where 
they receive friendly and excellent service and meet and 

chat with friends. 

And it’s not just during the daytime that Ashton on Mersey is 
providing a real choice for local people as during the 
evenings the restaurants, public houses as well as the 
various fast food outlets give local people a real choice of 

food within minutes of their home. 

Ashton on Mersey has a proud history and with the support of local people it will 

continue  to have a future that will be enjoyed by generations to come. 

Councillor Brian Rigby  

PARLIAMENTARY BOUNDARY REVIEW—the next stage. 

The Boundary Commission intend to publish their Revised Proposals for new Constituency 

boundaries on Tuesday 17 October 2017. They will consult on these proposals for eight weeks, 

until 11 December 2017. This is the last consultation before they make recommendations to 

Parliament next year.  

Whilst doubts about the likelihood of the Parliamentary Boundary Review actually happening 

are discussed in certain circles, the formalities are continuing so it is vital to make 

representations on the latest proposals. 

There will not be any public hearings. Information will be on the Commission’s website, at 

www.bce2018.org.uk  from 17 October 2017. You may wish to take part in the consultation. 
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THREE TIERS  
FOR EDUCATION IN TRAFFORD 

Best results ever for 
Ashton on Mersey 
School 

Students from Ashton on 
Mersey School are 
celebrating their best ever 
results at both GCSE level and 
Post 16.  
The school achieved 67% of all 
students gaining a GCSE grade 
between 9 and 4 in both English 
and Maths. Introduced this year, 
this is the new grading system 
and is equivalent to the old A* to 
C GCSE grades. Additionally, 3 
pupils in Maths and 3 other 
pupils in English secured the very 
top grades of a 9, placing them in 
the top 3% of pupils nationally. 
The Sixth Form also secured 
fantastic results with A Level 
performance securing 100%  A*-
E grades,  37% A*-B grades and 
79% A*-C grades. These 
represent the best performing A 
Level results at the top end that 
have ever been achieved. BTEC 
performance remained really 
strong with 92% of students 
securing DDD or higher and 44% 
achieving 
the highest 
possible 
grades of 
D*D*D*.  

Trafford Conservatives: Securing the best schools and 

children’s services in the country. 

Education in Trafford is 
recognised as being amongst 
the best in the country, high 
up there, delivering wonderful 
results for the children and 
young people of the borough. 
 

Park Road Primary School, 
right here in Ashton upon Mersey 
Ward is one of Trafford’s many 
shining stars. 
Local Conservative Councillors are very 

much aware that residents living in 

Ashton on Mersey really value the 

‘Outstanding and Good Education’ that 

is provided for their children by our 

local Schools and Academies.  

Councillor Brian Rigby says that he has 

always believed that “at the centre of every 

successful community there are successful 

schools.” 

Park Road Primary School, which is an Academy is 

just one example of just how popular  and valued 

our local schools are.   During the summer this 

year the school underwent a huge £1m expansion 

programme to increase the number of 

classrooms.  This will allow Park Road Primary to 

cater for the ever increasing demand for places it 

receives from local parents who clearly greatly 

value having this fantastic school right on their 

doorstep. 

Trafford Schools and Academies remain amongst 

the most successful in the country which is a 

credit to both teachers and governors as well to 

the Trafford education system which continues to 

bring opportunities and success for local children. 
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TRAFFORD CONSERVATIVES:  
BRINGING UNIVERSITY TO TRAFFORD 

University to be established in Trafford 
Trafford Council has announced a huge project 
which sees a new campus of Lancaster University 
established in Trafford. 
The campus, which will be centred on Stretford and 
Old Trafford, will take up residence in the landmark 
Kellogg office building, adjacent to Trafford Town 
Hall, LCCC cricket ground and the Old Trafford 
Metrolink station.  There will be new buildings 
constructed to accommodate some of the 6,500 
students that will ultimately be studying at the 
University which will go by the name of University 
Academy 92 or UA92. The name reflects the partnership involvement of the Class of 
92 Manchester United players. 
The multi-layered project, co-ordinated by Trafford Council will also see world-

renowned Microsoft taking space in the university 
building.  
Trafford Council has purchased the Kellogg 
building and it will be refurbished for the university 
to accept students from September 2019.The 
Council sees UA92 as a fantastic opportunity to 
revitalise and support local communities to 
maximise their potential.  
Trafford College will be part of the overall project,    
creating a partnership between Further Education 
and Higher Education. 
Universities are proven agents of economic growth 
and UA92 aims to create jobs and attract 6,500 
students by 2028. The launch of consultation for 
UA92 coincides with the start of a consultation 
around the Council’s ambitious plans to support 
the regeneration and reinvigoration of the Stretford 
area. 
 
There will be much more of this exciting story to be 

unfolded in the coming months. 

Trafford Conservatives: Giving even more opportunities 

for young people to reach full potential. 

Ashton on Mersey’s 
Best results ever (continued) 
Cllr John Lamb in his role as 
Chair of Ashton on Mersey 
School governors is delighted 
with this year's results and was 
present at the school as 
students received their news.  
Councillor Lamb said "There 
were lots of beaming grins and 
happy faces 
as students 
discovered 
their grades 
and credit 
must go to their hard work, the 
Head Teacher, teachers, 
support staff and parents and 
carers who support our 
students."  

“There were 

lots of happy 

faces” 

5 



ASHTON IN BLOOM - WHERE 
NEXT? asks Councillor John Lamb 

Ashton in bloom, brightening our village for all of 

the community. 

Autumn is well and truly upon us but the Summer months 
saw some wonderful colour in and around Ashton village.  

The village planters are a great 

addition to the street scene and these 

are sponsored by local business’s 

schools and community groups. 

Individual residents also undertake 

the task of making our village look 

attractive and their work is shown in 

the collage of  pictures taken during 

the summer. The various benches that 

The Friends of Ashton Village installed 

were given a coat of varnish in the spring. It is worth 

remembering that all this is managed and maintained on 

a voluntary basis.  

Should we apply to Britain in Bloom and enter Ashton 

village for an award? RHS Britain in Bloom is a nationwide 

community gardening campaign to transform cities, 

towns and villages which has been helping people 

improve their local environment since 1964. Let us know 

what you think by emailing one of the ward 

councillors. (Contact details can be found on Page 2). 

The Friends of Ashton Village would like to 

thank the following for sponsoring the village 

planters: 

Ashton Scouts and Guides  

Guardian Angels Computers 

Hallmark Card Shop 

Homeinstead 

St Martin’s Church 

Shelly K Ladies Fashions 

Wellfield Infant and Junior Schools 

Councillor John Lamb  
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CROSS STREET — A 
TRANSFORMATION 
LONG CAMPAIGN GETS GREAT RESULT 

SAYS COUNCILLOR MIKE WHETTON 

Ashton upon Mersey Conservatives: 

Working effectively for the community.  

Almost everyone living in or near to Ashton upon Mersey Ward 

will remember the dreadful eyesore on Cross Street that we 

endured for far too many years.  The closed-down pub and 

disused industrial premises blighted the area for more than a 

decade. Now, the long campaign to get something done to 

improve the site which fronts the busy A56 is bearing fruit.  

The dilapidated buildings are replaced by modern houses, 

apartments and retail premises. 

The large site was eventually acquired by Laurus Homes, part 

of Trafford Housing Trust after the Council made 

representations to the previous owners.  Laurus redeveloped 

the T-shaped site to create new homes and business 

premises which will deliver so much more for the community, 

whilst also hugely improving the  standard of the main road 

frontage. 

Commenting on the new development, Mike Whetton said “I 

am so pleased to  see something modern and useful built on 

this site.  Local residents needed this improvement and whilst 

I know it took a long time to get a result, we got a great result 

— much needed new homes,  new business opportunities 

and a street frontage of which we can be proud.” 

AFTER 

BEFORE 

ABOVE: New detached 
houses on Gordon 
Avenue. 

RIGHT: The new complex 
of apartments and retail 
units on Cross Street 
(A56). 

ABOVE: Old Images of the 
site, viewed from the A56.  
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A MESSAGE FROM 
GRAHAM BRADY MP 

I have been campaigning for many years for a better 

funding deal for Trafford’s schools: we get the best 

results in the country with some of the lowest 

funding. You can imagine my disappointment in 

December when the Government announced a draft 

funding formula which 

would have made 

things worse for local 

schools! 

After months of 

lobbying ministers and 

raising my concerns 

directly with the Prime Minister, we now have a 

school funding settlement that is greatly improved. Crucially the Department for 

Education has accepted the case for a 'floor' or minimum level of per pupil 

funding in recognition that there is a basic cost to running a school, wherever it 

may be in the country.  

Having won a much improved settlement I will continue to work with Trafford 

and with local schools to ensure that the outcome is fair for all of our excellent 

local schools. 

Graham Brady MP  

 Meet your Ashton Councillors  

at their regular Advice Surgeries.  

at Fiona Gardens, off Atkinson Road, Sale 

Every 2
nd

 and 4
th

 Saturday  

of the month,  

11am to 12 noon.  

NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY 

“We now have a 

school funding 

settlement that is 

greatly improved.” 


